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id of medicine.

She set the world record
the smallest surviving
v ever born!

Jada was one of a set of
ins, who came into the
id on Now: 17, 2003. Her
er -)mmme — welghing
1 pound at birth -

i tragically two weeks
r. but remarkable Jada,
iv 4 months old, keeps
thriving and continues
smaze medical experts.

It has been a roller-
ster ride of joy and
for the twins' mom

;A\‘cnrm Wilson.
&r‘ nis whole thing has
nsucha painful experi-
fence” Ayanna told The
iE.\U"lhER “I pray for
Jada every night before I
) L0 ‘.LL
“1 .\Lruldv lost one baby,
| By precious little Jasmine,
Mand I keep her picture by
fmy bed. I alzo sleep with
th-. r wristbands under my
Epillow. I think about them
Pevery minute of the day,
nd sometimes I just can't
Bhelp bursting into tears.
“It takes all my strength
[ o remain strong — but |
" have to, for Juda's sake.”
Avanna was a 22-year-
old college  student
{ studving business admin-
Pistration in Fayetteville,
NC., when she and her
| student boyfriend, Cory
Hickman, 19, learned thst
she was pregnant.
Avanna'’s mother, Jewel
F Wilson, who lives in Las
Vegas, told The ENQUIRER
that for the first fve
months, Ayanna's preg-
pancy seemed to be
developing normally.
“Ayanna was just starting
o have a belly, and in pic-
tures from the sonogram,
vou could see the twins were

-

T JUST 9 ounces, bab\ Jada Wilson
was =0 tiny she could fit in a coffee
but the precious preemie’s
miraculous birth is BIG news in the

Jada in her father’'s
arms as a newborn,
and today with hor -
loving mom.

coming along nice- £
ly” Jewel sad. §
“But a few daysaf- §
ter [ got home
from visiting her,
Ayanna started to
swell up”
Avanna left
school and went &
home to her fatherin
Charlotte. When the

swelling continued. her 9

father and brothers called
9]1. She was rushed to the
hospital where doctors dis-
covered her blood pressure
was sky high and she had
blood poisoning, also known
us Loxemia.

“To zave her life, and the
babies’ lives, the doctors
did an emergency C-sec-
tion,” said Jewel.

Ayanna was crushed a
short time later when she
saw her helpless little giris
strugpling for life in the
hospital's neonatal depart-
ment.

“They didn't look like

GROWING STRONG: thtlo

regular infants,” she said.
“Their skin was thin and
tender, and there was no
fat at all on their bodies.
You could even see their
blood wveszels showing
through their skin.

“Their heads were so big
compared to their bodies.

=Jasmine was actually the
stronger of the two, really
feisty and moving around a
lot. Everyone thought she’d
make it for sure.

“But then, suddenly, she

wouldn't  take
any nutrients.

Her vital signs
stopped  and
everything shut
down, and she
had to go on life
support.

“The machines
were all that were
keeping her alive, so
the doctors pulled the

\‘_———/;]U}.,
Jada now weighs only 2

pounds, 15 ounces. She is
still in the ICU and on
feeding tubes that give
her baby formula intra-
venously, but she no
longer needs to be in an
incubator and she’s
breathing on her own.

Doctors are hopeful,
but say it’s too early to
predict whether she’ll
have any lingering health
pmb!emb

“There’s no way 1 can
even make a projection on

Jde .
e
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the baby’s future, becausd
there are no statistics on 4
9-ounce baby who sur
vived,” Dr. William Kanto
of the Medical College o
Georgia, Children's Med
ical Center, told Thi
ENQUIRER.

According to Ronak
McDonald Children’s Hos
pital at Loyola Universit
Medial Center in Illinois
the old record was held b
a 99-ounce girl born 1
that hospital in 1989, Jad
beat that record by e @
an ounce!

But even though Jads i
improving daily, a date ha
wttobemtforhermleav
the hospital.

“Three months afte
Jada was born, [ was fina
ly able to hold her for th
first time,” said Ayanng
“Now, I live for the da
when she'll be able to com
home.”

— ROBIN MIZRAF



