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ICHARD PRYOR is bravely battling
the multiple sclerosis that's devastat-
ing his body. Bul sometimes his bur-
den is so grueling that he’s begging
his nurses to let him die

“Richard gets deeply depressed and
often doesn't want 1o go on with his life,” says
ns ex-wife Jennifer. “He'll turn stubborn and
refuse to do his exercises or drink water. And
without water, an MS patient can't breathe.

“‘Don’t mess with me,” he’ll mutter when his
nurses Corina and Sandra or I come to his aid,
His vocal cords are so weak that his voice at
times is barely audible.”

And another insider
confides,“On one really
bad morning recently,
he screwed up his face
and muttered, “Just let
me die. Why don't yvou. |
just wanna go. [ ain’t no
good here.”

I'he 59-year-old comic
genius' ravaged face and
shaking body startled
friends and fans at a
party in Los Angeles last
month to launch a new
CD collection of his
work, He was too
weak to speak or
get up from his
chair.

Pryor used3}
to keep guns
around his sub- %

Fading Richard is cared for by ex-wife ROcKkon TV orl

week of IV antibiotics to stem a bout w»
pneumonia. His vigilant daughter Rain
closest of his six children, was by his beds
every moment, “He’s my daddy,” says R:
31, “and I love him so much

Otherwise, Pryor’s final days are uniforn

“Corina and Sandra wake him for exerc
in bed, bending his legs and arms, and mass
ing his joints to aid circulation,” Jennifer
veals. “Then they gently pull him into a sitt
position. He has a small breakfast of cereal
fruit, fed to him by his caretakers as thougt
were a baby, because he's no longer able tol
fork. With the help of
nurses, he takes a sh
er. They have to b
him up and wash b
After that, they dr
him and ease him
his wheelchair

Pryor reads the pa
and watches TV wi
eating a lunch of :
foods like pureed v
ies. Twice a week
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receives visits fror
speech therapist an
physical therapist, v
exercises him to k
his muscles active.
After a hght dim
Pryor listens to CDs
close friend Qu
Jones brings him, wa
es favonte comic Cl

urban L.A. home, Sm Jennifer and daughter Rain (left) rap artists like Tu

but Jennifer, the fourth

of his five wives, changed that. “I threw all them
in atrash bin so he can’t use them to harm him-
sell,” she confides. *“Richard’s black moods are
too dangerous to let fester, If he Joses hope, he

Jennifer, whose brief marriage to Pryor in
the early '80s ended amid allegations of
physical abuse, lives | five minutes away
and she devotedlyv oversees his caretakers,
medical care and finances

“Richard can stand, but he can't walk,” she
points out. "He stays mostly at home, but w
try to get him out to @ movie or parties given
in his honor.”

I'he legendary funnyman is also plagued by
secondary illnesses that accompany multiple
sclerosis. He was recently hospitalized for a

Shakur and Ice Cu
Before bed, caretakers brush his teeth, lift |
from his wheelchair, undress him and eass
between the sheets

‘Mr. Richard is so funny and sweet,” s
Corina. “But some days he can be difficult ;
not want to cooperate.”

Pryor still shows a flicker of his forme:
during these tragic last days.

“One time, he was Sitting there staring at
caretakers preparing his food, looking as h
less as can be,” Jennifer recalls, “But whent
asked him what he was thinking, he repl
‘How much I'm paying you m* ;

“And one day, when Richard was particu
lv down, Corina told him he’s too importan
let himself go. He replied weakly, but wn
‘And don't you forget it!'"" =~ ROBIN MIZR/




