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elanie Griffith
has suffered a
shocking setback
in her long and
agonizing battle
with booze and
g5 In a tearful confession, the
said of her tor-

Sta
e cTw o to the end of the
& 2o buy cocaine and my drugs.”
Be £5-vear-old star, who has re-
@edly battled substance abuse
& three decades, has checked
pren t least twice in the past.
be = S NOW ;allt-mling up
three neelings a day in her
Itog e back on track.
Belan- friends: “I am an
oho! najor drug addict
i ps er, and it's time I fi-
By ad that to myself. I go
Beetings al 10am and 12 noon
B ever & in the evenings if 1
BEDas
[ sh v all the steps and
Ermles 1o get sober and it should
Sy | e. You just stay away
B drugs. Simple. But for some
son ° ard for me.”

UISE BATTLE: Melanie Griffith
pking and joking as she leaves an
| meeting on March 8
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Asked about her drug battle, the
Waorking Girl star told The Nation-
al Enquirer: “It’s true - I did have a
drug relapse.”

The troubled beauty, dressed in a
black leather pantsuit, spoke as she
left an AA meeting in Hollywood
on March 10.

However, she denied claims that

an overdose of the painkiller drugs
Vicodin and Xanax frightened her
into asking for help.

According to a close friend, Mel-
anie - who has been married to
Spanish actor Antonio Banderas,
45, for a decade - is constantly on
the verge of tears.

Said the pal: “Melanic has a ot
of supportive friends around her,
and Antonio is an incredibly loving
husband.

“She's also a very devoted mother,

and she knows she has to stay sober
for the sake of her family.

“She’s been through the AA pro-
gram before, and she can recite
practically by heart the rules of
staying sober - but somehow it just
hasn’t sunk in enough for her to
stay sober for very long.”

Another pal revealed: "My heart
goes out to her - and T believe it is
harder for her than other people. She
doesnt risk losing her money and
home, and ending up on skid-row
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