AYTIME soap stars
are in a lather - after
being asked 10 take

huge pay cuts due o plung

ing ad revenues,

\7

ABC confirmed it was

downsizing salaries for the

cast of ".\]] My Children™
recently, and pay cuts will
soon be hitung the net-
work’s “One Life to Live”
an industry insider says.
Emmy-winning “AMC"
diva Susan Lucei, whoearns
$10,000 aweek, agreed toa

40 percent pay cut — as did

her cast mates Michael E.

Knight, whose character is

Tad Martin, and 80-year-

old Ray MacDonnell, who

plays Joe Martin.
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BUT “AMC” STAR Cam-
eron Mathison, who plays
Ryan Lavery, said he'd
give up his job before giv
ing up his salary, a source
divulged.

“Cameron flat-out

refused to give up 40 per-

cent of his salary, and

stormed out of the
¢ studio after the show’s
to a big brass approached him
g reduction  ywith their proposal.” an
3 » industry insider revealed.
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Over at “One Life w
Lave,.” actress Erika Slezak

who's played Viki Lord
Davidson since 1971 and
has won seven Emmys
- also feels the proposed
salary cuts are a slap in the
face, saxd the source.

“ERIKA HAS MADE IT clcar
to ‘One Life 1w Live” execs
that shed retire before tak-
ing such a drastic pay cut.”
said the industry insider.

With the recent econom
ic downturn, advertising
revenues have dropped
dramatically, causing the
daytime shows' budgets
shrink, sources say.

Two weeks ago, The
ENQUIRER reported that
6l-year-old Deidre Hall
- who created the role of
Dr.Marlena Evans 32 years
ago on NEC's “Days of Qur
Lives™ —was fired following
a network directive 1o cut
costs, And in a bid to keep
“Days” on the air through
2010, NBC slashed the re-
maining cast members’
salaries, sources say.

Meanwhile, over at
ABC’s “General Hospital”
pay cuts have yet to be dis-
cussed, said the msider,
“but everyone there is
waiting for the other shoe
to drop”
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